
The Meridian 
Line Meander

Distance: 3-mile circular walk
Theme: Follows the historic Greenwich 

Meridian through Peacehaven
Start/End: The Meridian Monument on 

Peacehaven Promenade, Cliff  Top

Peacehaven
A Snapshot

•   Founded in 1916 as New Anzac-on-
Sea during World War I

•   Renamed Peacehaven in 1917

•   A popular fi lming locati on: 
ITV’s Grace, Silent Witness, 
My Policeman, Mr. Bean, and more

Points of Interest along the Meander
1.   Meridian Monument - Memorial to King George V and marks the 

Prime Meridian
Peacehaven Promenade, Cliff  Top, juncti on with Horsham Avenue

2.  Big Mouths Burgers - Spot the Māori greeti ng sign
219 South Coast Rd, Peacehaven BN10 8LB

3.   Meridian Vets - Local veterinary practi ce with a meaningful name
11 Edith Ave, Peacehaven BN10 8JB

4.   Peacehaven Heights School Mosaic - Artwork on the Meridian line
Roderick Ave, Peacehaven BN10 8UZ

5.   Golden Lamppost - Stands on 0° longitude
Greenwich Way

6.   War Memorial
Meridian Park, Peacehaven BN10 8NF

7.   Jubilee Outdoor Gym - Free public exercise space
Meridian Park, Peacehaven BN10 8NF

8.   Lake Drive Pond
Off   Lake Drive, BN10 7QD

9.   Firle Road Playground (Wimpy Park) - Tree-lined grass area
Ideal for picnics and for children to play 
Off  Firle Rd, BN10 8EF

10.   Community Garden, The Oval - A green hub for food,
skills & well-being
Oval Park, BN10 7SJ

11.   The Oval - Panoramic views of the coast and countryside
Oval Park, BN10 7SJ

12.   Meridian Primary School - Educati on with a historic link
Roderick Ave North, BN10 8BZ

13.   Spine Path & BMX Track - Nature and adventure on a quieter route
BN10 8BA (off  Glynn Road)

14.   Gracie Fields Orphanage - Historic building gift ed by the famous 
singer
127 Dorothy Avenue North, BN10 8DS

15.   Peacehaven Community School (PCS) - School crest inspired
by the monument
Greenwich Way, Peacehaven BN10 8RB

16.   Peacehaven Library - A vital community space with free faciliti es
BN10 8BB

17.   Peacehaven Town Council - Drop in for info on local groups and 
acti viti es
Community House, BN10 8BB

Points of Interest -
Further Informati on

(No further informati on for points of interest 2, 3 and 9)

1.  Meridian Monument - In or around 1933, one of the town’s 
residents, Commander W S Davenport, menti oned to the town’s 
founder, Charles Neville, that the Meridian Line passed through the 
town and out to sea. Neville requested Davenport arrange a public 
appeal to raise money to mark the Meridian and to commemorate 
the forthcoming Silver Jubilee of King George V. However, the 
King died before the Monument could be completed, thus it was 
unveiled as a memorial to the late King.

4.  Peacehaven Heights Infant School - Outside the entrance lies a 
mosaic celebrati ng the Meridian Line. The mosaic was completed 
by local arti st Aimee Harman, whose mosaic work can also be seen 
on the roundabout by The Dell.

5.  Golden Lamppost - Painted gold to mark, not only the 100th year 
of Peacehaven, but also because it sits on the Meridian Line at 0° 
longitude. Stand by the post in Greenwich Way and you can step 
between Eastern and Western Hemispheres. This may be a small 
step physically, but geographically it’s huge!

6.  War Memorial - Designed to represent the landscape of the local 
area, including the sea, the chalk cliff s, and the South Downs 
beyond.

7.  Jubilee Outdoor Gym - Open to all and free to use throughout 
the year, the gym provides a great range of cardio and resistance 
exercise equipment.

8.  Lake Drive Pond - Bounded on one side by trees and scrub, 
which include white/grey poplar, hawthorn and willow. It is an 
educati onal resource for the local community, where schools can 
carry out some of their science lessons. 

10.  Peacehaven Community Garden -  A green hub for food, skills & 
well-being. Community Garden members grow produce, share 
ideas, learn gardening skills and it is a great family venue.
The garden contributes to a healthy lifestyle by:-

•  Providing fresh, nutriti ous fruit and vegetables
•   Relieving stress and contributi ng to an increased sense of well-being
•  Increasing acti vity and improving your physical health
•  Providing social opportuniti es that build a sense of belonging
•   Providing opportuniti es to learn and share knowledge of 

gardening, nature, and cooking.

11.  The Oval - Off ers panoramic views of the coast and countryside. 
It’s also a wonderful place for dog walks or taking a leisurely stroll. 
Why not head east to a viewpoint, complete with bench, to take a 
welcome rest and enjoy those views.

12.  Meridian Primary School - Another sign of Peacehaven’s proud 
connecti on to the Meridian. Nearby, watch out for Anzac Close, a 
reference to the original name suggested for Peacehaven.

13.  Spine Path & BMX/Pump Track - Along this tree-lined hidden 
gem you can listen to birdsong and look out for squirrels. This 
footpath passes a BMX/pump track and avoids the traffi  c on 
Pelham Rise.

14.  Gracie Fields Orphanage - Gracie Fields bought this house for 
her parents aft er she visited Peacehaven in 1928. However, aft er 
only a few weeks, they found it ‘too far from the pub’ and ‘too 
isolated’, so Gracie bought them another house (in Telscombe), 
and the Peacehaven house was left  vacant for several years. Gracie 
donated the house to be used as a home for children of variety 
show arti sts whose parents had died or fallen on hard ti mes. In 
1933, ‘The Gracie Fields Children’s Home and Orphanage’ opened 
and was funded by Gracie unti l 1967. When it re-opened in 1970 
as sheltered housing, Gracie att ended the opening celebrati ons.
More details can be found at www.Graciefi elds.org 

15.  Peacehaven Community School (PCS) - A mixed secondary school 
for 11 to 16 year-olds, the school was opened in 2001 following 
a 40-year local community campaign for a secondary school in 
Peacehaven. The crest is inspired by the Meridian Monument - 
the circular shape refl ects the ball on top of the Monument, and 
the line running through it represents the Meridian Line.

16.  Peacehaven Library - Here you will fi nd an accessible public toilet 
and baby change facility, alongside the usual services you would 
expect, like books, free Wi-Fi, computers, games and acti viti es. 
The library also holds local history material if this walk has piqued 
your interest in Peacehaven. In recent years, residents have 
successfully campaigned to keep the library open.
(Open Tuesday and Thursday-Saturday).

17.  Peacehaven Town Council - Find out about Peacehaven’s 
services, organisati ons, and groups, and access informati on on 
local things to do. Come on in, pick up some leafl ets on the local 
and surrounding area, and talk to our welcoming offi  cers, who 
will be only too happy to help. Opening hours are 9am - 4pm 
Monday - Friday.

Meander Completed?
Download your Meridian Line

Meander Certi fi cate here
www.peacehaventowncouncil.

gov.uk/meander-completed

Scan for more informati on about
the Meridian Line Meander, or visit

www.peacehaventowncouncil.gov.uk/
meridian-meander

🌱🌱🌱🌱 Join the Community Garden
Want to grow your own food or meet like-minded locals? For the most 
up-to-date informati on and upcoming meeti ng dates, and to join the 

Peacehaven Community Garden Facebook group, visit
www.peacehaventowncouncil.gov.uk/community-garden

This guide has been produced by Peacehaven Town 
Council, with special thanks to the following people:-

•  Cllr Debbie Donovan, Cllr Aimee Harman, 
and local resident Cathy Norcott -Jones 

•  Graham and Hilda Heap for their Meridian 
Line Meander route advice and experti se

•  Amanda Rosenstein Davidson for the illustrated map

•  Kindly funded by The House Project

We hope you’ve enjoyed your meander
through Peacehaven, feel free to let us know! 

#PHMeridianMeander

Peacehaven Town Council, Community House,
Greenwich Way, Peacehaven BN10 8BB

Phone:  01273 585 493
Email: info@peacehaventowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.peacehaventowncouncil.gov.uk

The Meridian
Line Meander

A Meander through
Peacehaven’s Past & Present

About The Meridian Line

•   An imaginary line on the Earth’s 
surface that runs from the North Pole 
to the South Pole

•    Passes through Peacehaven and many 
countries on its 20,000 km journey

•    The Global Positi oning System (GPS) 
we use today is based on the IERS* 
Meridian, slightly east of the original 
Prime Meridian

*Internati onal Earth Rotati on and Reference Systems Service
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Scan to access the online 
ordinance survey map.

www.peacehaventowncouncil.
gov.uk/osmap


