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From the Desk of The Town Clerk
The Armistice and Remembrance Services went off very well. The weather was
very kind and both events were well attended.
Each generation is one step removed from these horrific events, so it is great to see
children of all ages being involved, reading out poems and laying their wreaths.
'We will remember them'.

MAKE A CHANGE - BECOME A COUNCILLOR - TOWN ELECTIONS - MAY 2023
Are you passionate about your community?
Do you want to help make a long-lasting change?
Do you have innovative ideas for the Council?
Do you have concerns about specific issues and want to do something
about it?
If this is you, then your Town needs you.
We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect their community
to put themselves forward for election.
Make a change, become a Councillor.
Town Councils and Councillors make a massive difference to local people's quality of
life. They are passionate about their communities and seek to make a change to help
improve their residents' lives.
Please contact me for further information. An Information Link will soon be put on the
Council's website (www.peacehaventowncoucil.gov.uk).
Season's Greetings and all the very best for the New Year.

From The Mayor, Lucy-Jo Symonds
In November, I was honoured to be asked to open the new Peacehaven Community
School Library. The fantastic new facility at the School is an amazing asset for the students
to promote the importance of reading, not just for learning and information, but for
pleasure and mental well-being as well.
We marked Armistice Day on 11th November with a short
service at the Peacehaven & Telscombe War Memorial. A
Maroon Launch by the Coastguard marked the two minutes
silence, followed by some presentations and readings by local
children from local nursery, primary and secondary schools,
who all did absolutely fantastically.
Sunday 13th November was Remembrance Day with a parade
and traditional service at the Memorial. The event was
exceptionally well attended and it was great to see so many
local organisations and groups laying wreaths for the occasion.
My thanks go to everyone who was involved with the
organisation and running of the day.

As we enter the festive period, there's a huge amount going on at Community House,
including the Christmas Market, Children's Christmas Party, The Peacehaven Players'
pantomime, Cinderalla, as well as our Christmas Bingo - it would be great to see all
of these well attended.
Finally, with the weather getting colder, I want to reassure Peacehaven residents that
your Town Council and Councillors are doing everything we can to provide support over
the winter - residents can contact The Information Office for advice and information on
local support - and we will be hosting a Warm Havens at Community House. More information
on this later in this issue of E-News.

FROM MP, LLOYD RUSSELL-MOYLE
Last week, I met with Morrisons and their developers about The Meridian
Centre Redevelopment. I know there have been considerable concerns
raised about the transitional arrangements during the construction period.
They have told me they are looking at putting on a bus to their Seaford
store for those that need access to the ability to shop while the
construction is taking place. Further, they have told me they are
exploring options to ensure continued access to cash machines and
the Post Office.
I also raised the issue of the existing businesses at the site and where they
were meant to go. Morrisons said that because the Co-op had the lease
with the businesses, there had been a delay in negotiating with them
due to needing to get permission from the Co-op. This, I am assured,
has been done and they are now trying to contact all the businesses to
see what lease offers can be made to the businesses we already
have there.
I pushed them to consider relocating the bus stop from the back of
the store as I don't think it is a welcoming or easily accessible
location for a bus stop, but I was told it was difficult to arrange.
On the whole, I will wait to see what plans will be submitted to the Council
before I pass final judgement, but I do think what is being proposed
at the moment will mean a vastly improved Meridian Centre.

UNSTOPPABLE DAWN CONQUERS MOUNT EVEREST FOR CHARITY
In October, Peacehaven Town Councillor, Dawn Paul, spent over 18 days in Nepal climbing
Mount Everest to raise money for the NSPCC.
Dawn, who is also Chair of Brighton Area NSPCC Volunteers and Founder of the annual
Angels Walk in Peacehaven, ascended 5,357 metres to the Mountain's Base Camp.
Dawn originally planned her Everest Challenge to celebrate her 60th birthday, but due to
the global COVID Pandemic, she had to change her original plans. However, Dawn didn’t
relax, instead she walked a total distance of 50 km around Centenary Park.
Talking about her experience, Dawn said, “I wanted to do something different to celebrate
my landmark 60th birthday, but as my special birthday took place during the Pandemic,
I hiked around my local park. Not quite trekking to the Everest Base Camp, but a challenge
none the less.”
Not giving up on her dream, Dawn finally got her wish in October and successfully made
it, not only to Nepal, but to the Everest Base Camp, along with one of her sons,
Andrew, who accompanied his Mum on the trip.
Dawn continued, “Having Andrew with me having Andrew with me to guide me over all
those horrendous bridges was a real plus.
“We were trekking 10 hours at a time, and two weeks at altitude, but it was so worth it.
I may not have been to Everest for my 60th birthday, but I made it for my 62nd birthday.”
Thanks to Dawn’s amazing effort and achievement, all funds raised will go towards
supporting Childline, one of the vital services provided by the NSPCC. The service
is there to give young people a voice when no one is listening, which can only continue
thanks to donations.
Before Dawn left to conquer Everest, she’d raised over £3,000 on her JustGiving page
and is hoping to reach – and exceed - her target of £6,000.
If you’d like to donate, please to go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/theunstoppableDawn

THE UNSTOPPABLE DAWN'S MOUNT EVEREST SCRAPBOOK

Photographs credited to Charity Challenge and @fraser_ross_morton

Planned Projects To Help People Most In Need Met By Government Silence
A charity that scaled up its operations to support the community through the
pandemic crisis is now asking MPs to push the government to pay out the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund to enable hundreds of local authorities and not-for-profit
organisations to start vital planned projects to help residents through the winter.
The Fund was announced in 2017 as a part-replacement of European Union
funding that started to end in May this year, leaving a gap in the resources tha
many organisations were using to support communities most at risk.
"Our resources were stretched ten times further than we ever expected during
the lockdown period," said Paula Woolven, Founder of Havens Community Hub
in Newhaven; "And it wasn't a case of 'we can't' but a case of 'we will,
somehow', with the support of volunteers and local donors.
"Coming out of the pandemic, we are now hit with a perfect storm of recovery
plus the cost of living crisis. We were encouraged by the announcement of the
UK Shared Prosperity Fund and delighted to be selected by Lewes District Council
as a funded project to create further vital help in a vastly under supported area Peacehaven and the surrounding towns and villages.
“Sadly, despite the local authorities doing the 'heavy-lifting' of making sure the projects
are viable and doing their due-diligence, the Department of Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities have failed to meet their timescale of 'rubber stamping'
the projects by the start of October and starting to issue the funding from the end of
October."
Local authorities have reported a 'deafening silence' to requests for information
about when the funding might be released by central government and the longer
the funding is delayed, the more costs are being added to the projects due to the
unprecedented rise in interest rates and inflation, leaving some asset-based
projects in danger of not being financially viable.
"Thankfully, the costs of our project are not rising as quickly as asset-based
projects would be," said Paula. "As the community has pledged its support
however, it is frustrating knowing we could be helping more people at a time when
help is most needed."
For more information, please contact Paula via email: paulawoolven@hotmail.com or
mobile: 07710426321

Housebuilder Helps Peacehaven Community School Swap Four Wheels For Two
According to recent figures from Cycling UK, just 2.2% of children cycle to school as
opposed to over 35% who are driving in - despite the average journey being just
24 miles.(*)
Barratt Homes, who is building at Chalkers Rise in Peacehaven, has partnered with nearby
Peacehaven Community School to encourage children to use more sustainable methods
of transport to school, with a donation of 30 hi-vis jackets for the children to use when
cycling around the area.
As we move towards the winter months with reduced daylight hours, the donation
aims to promote safe long-term cycling to and from school, as well as improving the
health and wellbeing of the pupils, encouraging sociability and reducing congestion on
the roads and at the school gates.
Kimberley Benson, Sales and Marketing Director for Barratt Southern Counties,
commented: "As a responsible housebuilder, we are committed to making our
development and the surrounding area as safe as possible and believe one of the best
ways to do this is by switching from four wheels to two. Our donation of hi-vis jackets to
Peacehaven Community School will hopefully give the pupils an extra boost of
confidence on their trips around the local area."
Ms Turner, Assistant Headteacher at Peacehaven Community School added: "Being able
to ride in the neighbourhood with bright and visible clothing is imperative, so we are
grateful for this thoughtful donation towards road safety. We would like to encourage
as many children and their parents to cycle into school as possible, with this having
long-term health benefits and also help to reduce carbon emissions i the local area,
further benefiting children's health and the environment in which we all live and work in."

(*) https@//cyclingindustrynews/cycle-to-school-week-campaign-flags-cost-and-co2-savings-to-parents/
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Gardening Tips For December
As I write this, the weather has changed and it is definitely not
gardening weather! But, we still have to look after it, don't we?
This time of year the leaves start to fall so it's a good idea to rake these
from the garden and keep the paths clear.
You can spray roses and fruit trees with a winter tree wash.
If you have acers, birches and vines, you should prune them now to
avoid bleeding.
If you feed the birds, please continue in the winter, give them high
energy bird feeds and fat products to keep them active in the winter
cold.
November / December is the time to plant tulips for spring colour.
They are one of the most popular spring flowers.
You can plant fragrant winter shrubs such as Christmas Box, Daphne
and Viburnum.
Don't forget to clear the pond of silt and leaves.
Happy Christmas everyone, see you in the New Year.
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Festive Best Wishes to
All Our Residents, Readers
and Community
From All at
Peacehaven Town
Council

